Pop democracy: viewers vote Huh winner of ‘Superstar K2’

The long-awaited winner of the talent show “Supterstar K 2” was announced: Huh Gak. The three-month-long program captivated viewers with talented amateurs delivering colorful music and nail-biting missions, and it finally came to a close with fans voting for the pop star of the hour, Huh. 

Story of a dreamer

Along with fellow contestant John Park, 25-year-old Huh was a favorite from the beginning. There was something about him that touched the hearts of many viewers, whether it was his eyes that sparkled whenever he stood on stage, a sensitivity that inspired several teary scenes or perhaps his tough journey to the stage from being a repairman. He managed to put his past behind him and work his way steadily to the top, as the viewers finally decided to grant the young man his dream ticket. 

Huh and his family led a rough life after his mother left them when he was three. He couldn’t go to high school because he had to support his family. He had a difficult life, working long hours during the day as a ventilator repairman but the singer didn’t let go of his dream by getting gigs to sing at events and ceremonies at night.

Entering “Superstar K 2” changed his life, and like the judge and singer Uhm Jung-hwa said during the final judging, he “will never have to go back to being an amateur singer who performs at events.” 
More than 130,000 text messages were sent by viewers for the final voting, which would make up 60 percent of the result. When singer and radio DJ Bae Chul-soo finally called Huh Gak’s name, the 25-year-old burst into tears, hugging his good friend and competitor Park.


Huh received 200 million won in prize money, a car and the chance to release his own album. But more importantly, the aspiring singer received genuine support and positive feedback from the viewers, proving that it takes more than just good looks, chiseled abs or a sense of humor to become a pop singer. With his powerful vocal skills, modesty and a determined spirit he was able to make his dream come true. 

Stir in the music industry 

“Superstar K” started last year, with the first season making headlines as the Korean version of the United States’ popular show “American Idol.” Although it was not as popular back then compared to the second season, it was the first local program to offer viewers a chance to cast votes and determine the final winner. 

This year’s show was meaningful not only because it discovered a number of talented aspiring singers, but it also reminded viewers of three important elements that seem to have disappeared from the current music industry: diversity, individuality and vocals. 

From the start, the show welcomed contestants with colorful backgrounds and individuality. Jang Jae-in, who made it to the final three, had a unique voice and changed almost any song to reflect her own style, while Kang Seung-yun showed off his rocker-vocals and good looks to viewers. 

During the episode when Jang Jae-in was eliminated, the judge and singer/songwriter Yoon Jong-shin also expressed his gratitude and support to Jang, saying that it was “meaningful that Jang, who pursues a music genre not everybody is willing to do, has made it to the top three” and that “she has made a great impact to the current music industry.” 

Another important feature exposed in the show was the strong vocal performances. As judge and singer Lee Seung-chul told Huh before the final announcement, there are so many pop singers “who work on getting perfect abs as soon as they release their albums.” 

Vocals, which were once the most important talent for a singer, have become a substitute in becoming one, but “Superstar K 2” proved that it wasn’t just good looks and a perfect body that made a true winner, but most importantly, the voice. 

The show is expected to work as a stepping stone in inviting more unknown amateurs and further broadening the rather narrow and idol-infatuated industry of today.

Vocabulary
1. fellow 
a person of equal rank, position, or background; a peer

She has a very good reputation among her fellows.
2. contestant
one taking part in a contest; a competitor

Later he applied to be a contestant on the television show.
3. viewer

a person who watches television or movies.

The program attracted millions of viewers.

4. gig

a job, especially a booking for musicians to play at a concert or club

The group had a gig last night at a local club.

5. genuine

not pretending; frank; sincere

You have my sincere apology.

6. chisel

a metal tool with a flat blade with a cutting edge used to cut and shape wood and stone.
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The carpenter is cutting out wood with a chisel.

chiseled

having a clean and distinct outline as if precisely cut along eh edges

The actor has a finely chiseled nose.

7. abs 

abdominal muscles

Is it ok to do sit-ups everyday even if your abs hurt?

8. determined

of unwavering mind; resolute; firm

I am determined to accomplish it at all costs.
9. aspiring

desiring or striving for recognition or advancement

Aspiring musicians need hours of practice every day.

10. diversity

the state or quality of being different or varied

Because there is such cultural diversity in this world, there is conflict.

11. individuality

the qualities that distinguish one person or thing from another; identity

She expresses her individuality through her clothes.

12. reflect

to show or be a sign of a particular situation or feeling

The statistics reflect a change in people’s spending habits.

13. eliminate

to completely get rid of something that is unnecessary or unwanted

Fatty foods should be eliminated from the diet.

14. gratitude

the feeling of being grateful

She had a deep gratitude towards David, but she did not love him.

15. pursue

to continue doing an activity or trying to achieve something over a long period of time

She plans to pursue a career in politics.

16. impact

The effect or influence that an event, situation etc has on someone or something

They say they expect the meeting to have a marked impact on the future of the country.

17. infatuated

having strong feeling of love for someone or a strong interest in something that makes you unable to think in a sensible way

Jihye was completely infatuated with Brian who lives in the next door.
18. substitute

a person or thing that you use instead of the one that you usually have, because the usual one is not available.

The course teaches you the theory but there’s no substitute for practical experience. 

******************     Exercise     ******************

Choose the appropriate expressions and fill in the blanks.
1. I think true art must _________ something about the human condition.
2. He is firmly __________ to become a great scientist.
3. Unfortunately, the heaviest ___________ of television are children.

4. The stories main plot is that Jiyoung is _________ with the charming Joey.

5. The local bus service was a poor _________ for their car.

6. When an executive comes into a new job, he wants to quickly make an _________.

7. The band got a _________ at a musical event in New Jersey.

8. Please accept my __________ congratulations on your success.

9. I wish to express my _________ to Wonkyung for her immense practical help. 
10. I need to work on my _________ a lot.
11. The guy I met at the gym yesterday had ___________ features.
Useful Expressions

1. long-awaited

a long-awaited event or thing is one that someone has been waiting for a long time.

The long-awaited summer vacation has come.

2. nail-biting

extremely exciting because you don’t know what is going to happen next.

The match went all the way to a nail-biting finish.

3. come to a close

finish / end

This year has come to a close.

4. along with someone/something

together with

She lost her job when the factory closed, along with hundreds of others.

5. manage to

to succeed in doing something difficult, especially after trying very hard

Many families manage to live with very small income. 

6. compared to

in comparison to 

This is spotless compared to my apartment.

7. remind someone of something

to make someone remember something that they know or happened in the past

Mornings remind me of showers and talks in the soft sunlight.

8. make it to

to be successful in your job

I can’t make it to campus this week. When is late registration?

9. show off

to try to impress other people with your abilities, wealth, intelligence, etc.

Mr. Lee drove around all afternoon to show off his new car.

10. be willing to

prepared to do something, or having no reason to not want to do it

Neither staff members were willing to volunteer for early retirement. 

11. stepping stone

something that helps you to progress towards achieving something

The experience could be a good stepping stone for him.

******************     Exercise     ******************

Choose the appropriate expressions and fill in the blanks.
1. The first win is a massive ___________.

2. Our team didn’t even _____________the semi-final rounds of the tournament. 
3. How did you _________ get here in this weather?
4. It’s been a ________ couple of weeks waiting for my results.
5. Before the show begins, I want to _______ you ___ a few simple rules.
6. __________ Europe, Australia has cleaner air and water and more available land.
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