Giving Opinions 
 
	   Ex) Over the issue of marriage, I think that ~   
         Firstly, ~ 
         Secondly, ~ 
         Lastly, ~.
         In conclusion, ~.     

	


 
Chunks to be used in giving opinions
 
What I mean is that ~
It is my opinion that ~
In my opinion ~
I think (believe) that ~
It seems to me that ~
It appears that ~
To my mind ~
From my point of view ~
In my view ~
According to me ~
As far as I’m concerned ~
As I see it ~
 
Chunks to be used in giving examples

For example~

For instance~

According to my friend ____,

From what I heard,

	  In the body & conclusion
 
  first, firstly, first of all, in the first part
  second, secondly, then, next 
  third, thirdly, and then
  also, in addition, additionally, besides, moreover
  finally, lastly, last of all
  in conclusion, to sum up


Mundane Qualifications for ‘Ideal” Bride and Groom (Korea Times)
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What are the qualifications to be an ideal spouse for Korean women? He should be taller than 177 centimeters, work for the government or state-run companies, earn over 43 million won per year and have 240 million won in assets, according to a survey conducted by the matchmaking firm Duo.

What about qualifications for an ideal female spouse? Korean men want to marry a 163.6 centimeters-tall school teacher earning 32 million won per year with 160 million won in assets, Duo said Wednesday.

In a survey of 978 single men and women aged 20-39 nationwide, conducted by the Duo Human Life Research Institute, single women want their future husband to make an average of 43.4 million won a year. It marks a fall from the 45.8 million won salary marked the previous year.

Men also said they would be satisfied if their future wife earned an average annual salary of 32.1 million won, inched down from 32.4 million won in 2009. The institute attributed the drop in expected wages for potential spouses to the prolonged sluggish job market and other unfavorable economic conditions.

About 15.1 percent of male respondents said they want their future wife to be a school teacher, followed by a public sector employee at 13.4 percent and an office worker at 9 percent. 

A government employee or public firm worker are the most preferred occupations that women prefer for their future husband at 14.2 percent, followed by an office worker and accountants both at 7.6 percent.

About 33.2 percent of men want to marry a woman who is 3 to 4 years younger, while 38.6 percent of women seek to find men 3 to 4 years older. Only 15.4 percent of male respondents seek to marry a woman older than they are, with only 9 percent of women wanting to marry a younger man.

The institute also said both men (31 percent) and women (29.7 percent) regard personality as the most important factor in marriage. Then, men pay a great deal of attention on the appearance of their future wife, while women put priority on men’s financial standing and occupation.

More than 63 percent of men would like to tie the knot when they are between 29 and 32, with 59.2 percent of women wanting to get married from 27 to 30.

Pay More Attention to Family Background of Prospective Mate (Korea Times)
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Koreans have many different and very specific preferences regarding their ideal mate. 20 - 30 years ago, parents typically arranged the marriage and few questions were asked. Today, individuals are allowed to freely select their future spouses and a lot of thought is given to marriage, and many more questions are asked. Relationships and the steps taken to marriage are conducted completely differently. This is also directly reflected in what individuals look for in their ideal spouse. 

Many people have ideals when considering a lifelong partner. The main traits that people focus on can be divided into four categories: social and financial status (educational background, occupation, and annual salary) physical appearance (height, attractiveness, and other physical attributes), family background (family environment and the quality of the relationships between family members), and personality. The percentage chance of getting married depends on how much importance is placed on each category.

Typically it is stated that men place the most importance on physical attractiveness. A man that placed more than 50% on a woman's looks as important for an ideal spouse was unsuccessful in getting married even after 150 blind dates. Many men that have great qualities in all four categories fail to get married due to a high emphasis placed on physical attractiveness. 

On the other hand a woman with a prestigious educational background and a prominent career places more importance on family background. This type of woman took her parents advice and married a man that was from a harmonious family. Many people may say that she could have married a ``better'' man; however, the in-laws get along and she is happily married. 

Even with similar expectations, why is it that some people can and some cannot get married?

We compared people that had scored 70-80 on the compatibility test and had gone on about 10 blind dates. The individuals were divided into married and unmarried groups and their ideal mates were compared. 

Social and financial status, physical appearance, family background, and personality were the four categories that people considered when selecting a spouse. The importance placed on the four categories added up to a total of 100. When we compared married and unmarried people we could see that they placed different emphasis on each condition. 

Both men and women that ended up getting married placed more emphasis on family background. What about the people that failed to get married? They placed more emphasis on personality. I think this is due to the idea that personality is important in a marriage. However, people that married place more importance on family background. I guess we can say that it's the difference between perception and reality. 

I am not saying that people that get married eliminated personality when considering their future spouse. Married couples can vouch for the importance of personality in a happy marriage. However, it is hard to determine someone's exact personality in a short period of time and it's also true that many traits of someone's personality are based on emotions. 

A man that said he married based on his ex-wife's personality saw his first marriage fail and was also unsuccessful in his second marriage. He said that his ex-wife's personality was totally different before and after getting married. You say personality is important? People that were married for 20 - 30 years speak from their experience. 

Instead of rushing to a conclusion about someone's personality pay more attention to his or her family, an influential factor in shaping an individual's characteristics. This will be a better determinant in deciding on a spouse. This is information that has been discovered through research. 

Another factor, personality can only be determined by the two individuals in the relationship; however, family background can be discussed amongst family members. I think that this would allow you to make a more sound decision. 

When these two elements are combined not only will you be able to get married, but these elements will play a positive role in your marriage life. This is something I've learned through my 20 years of match making experience. 


Brides, Grooms Economize on Wedding Expenses (Korea Times)
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The process of getting married is all about give and take, or so 29-year-old Lim has heard repeatedly from friends, who've already gone down the aisle. But she can now speak for herself after recently making a grand deal with her soon-to-be husband.

Lim agreed not to accept jewelry, a big part of ``ham'' or gifts the groom's family traditionally give to the bride, in exchange for not having to send money to her in-laws.

In return for the ham, the bride's family typically sends ``yedan,'' which nowadays is becoming more commonly sent in the form of money, rather than goods. The average yedan ranges from five to seven million won, of which the groom's family usually sends half the amount back to the bride.

``It's a lot of pressure to keep up with new tradition,'' says Lim, who added that eliminating some of the formalities is saving the couple 10 to 12 million won. 

As a tightening job market, shrinking salaries and economic uncertainties cast a shadow over couples preparing to get married, more and more are looking to economize the multi-part wedding procedure. 

According to Duo Wed, a Seoul-based wedding consultancy, single men and women have become bolder about breaking away from tradition. Almost 270 respondents who were asked what part of the procedure they wanted to eliminate said the engagement ceremony should be the first thing to go.

However, brides and grooms differed on the items they would eliminate.

A majority of men said they would skip ham, followed by the engagement ceremony and yedan, while most women singled out the engagement ceremony, followed by ``ibaji,'' or a bundle of food the bride's family prepares for the groom's family, and yedan.

``Men want to eliminate things that they're expected to pay for and women want to cross out things that they're obligated to cover,'' said a Duo spokeswoman.

Brides and grooms have a relatively clear list of expenses they each need to shoulder. Tradition has men paying for ham and a place to live after marriage, while women are expected to cover the costs for the engagement ceremony, yedan, ibaji and furniture and home appliances to fill up the home.

According to a recent data by Sunoo, a matchmaking firm, an average couple jointly spends a total of 172 million won on getting married, almost double the amount that was needed six years ago.

``The reality is that many couples are putting off weddings because they don't have money,'' said a Sunoo official, who added that too many unnecessary formalities have slipped into the wedding process over the years.

1. Ideal : without fault; perfect, or the best possible 
Ex)  She's the ideal person (= exactly the right type of person) for the job.
It's the ideal opportunity to meet people.
2. Matchmaking: any process of matching two people for the purpose of marriage or a sporting contest
Ex) The Matchmaking Institute is also committed to introducing singles to professional matchmakers.

3. Inched down: declined
Ex) Unemployment rates inch down, but the labor market remains weak. 
4. Attributed: to think that someone or something has a particular quality or feature 
Ex)  I wouldn't dream of attributing such a lack of judgment to you.
5. Followed by
Ex) Usually, a bad situation is followed by worse ones.
6. The most preferred

Ex) Google is the most preferred employer in India but not quite so in the U.S.
What is the most preferred room temperature?

7. A great deal of : a lot of, lots of, much
Ex) I'm in a great deal of pain.

8. Tie the Knot: to get married 
Ex) So when are you two going to tie the knot? Saturday morning. 
9. Preference: when you like something or someone more than another person or thing 
Ex) Her preference is for comfortable rather than stylish clothes.
I have a preference for sweet food over spicy.
10. Be allowed to

Ex) Parents are allowed to make mistakes.

Schoolboys learn better if they are allowed to walk around during the lesson.

11. The steps taken to

Ex) Briefly describe the steps taken to complete a lock change.

Review the steps taken to protect Tigers.
12. Focus on: to center upon
Ex)  Her entire attention focused on her children.

He focuses on his career.

13. Be divided into

Ex) The world is divided into two types of people.
Thermometers are divided into two separate categories. 
14. Financial status: the net worth of a person or business
Ex) Will your financial status improve this year? 
15. Fail to

Ex) Experts say that iPhone alarms may fail to activate on New Year’s Day.

A group of school students failed to pass the exam. 
16. Due to: caused by, resulting from
Ex) The game's postponement was due to rain.
Rising unemployment due to the economic downturn is spreading.
17. Add up to: to result in, have a certain result
Ex)  Trains delays are getting worse and it will all add up to misery for the commuters.
The revisions added up to a lot of work.
18. Place emphasis on: to emphasize, stress
Ex)  Health care service providers must place emphasis on information security.
The hotel industry has placed emphasis on terror awareness training for all employees.

19. In a short period of time 

Ex)  Is it possible to love someone in a short period of time?

How do you make lots of money in a short period of time?

20. Give and take: cooperation, the process of compromise
Ex)  Marriage is a matter of give and take, but so far I haven't been able to find anybody who'll take what I have to give.
21. Go/walk down the aisle: to get married
Ex)  Choosing who should walk down the aisle with you is not as easy as it has been in the past.
22. In exchange for: in return for
Ex) He offered cash in exchange for an old car. 
23. Keep up with: to learn about news, events, or things happening
Ex) Here are a few tips on keeping up with the latest fashions.
24. Cast a shadow: to spoil a good situation with something unpleasant 
Ex) When his last wife arrived at his wedding, it cast a shadow over the whole event.
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Ex) We began to slip into debt. 
	Ideal,    Matchmaking,    Inched down,   Attributed,    Followed by,    The most preferred  

A great deal of,   Tie the Knot,  Preference,   Be allowed to,  The steps taken to,   Focus on

Be divided into,    Financial status,   Fail to,   Due to,    Added up to,   Place emphasis on

In a short period of time,   Give and take,   Go/walk down the aisle,   In exchange for

 Slip into,    Cast a shadow,    To keep up with


1. Alcohol was found to be the 'most harmful drug,' _____________ crack and heroin.
2. Birds _____________________ various groups.

3. Choosing furniture is largely a matter of personal _________________.
4. Demi will be _________________________________ later this year.

5. She offers cold cash ___________________________ old refrigerators.
6. Has Canada's mortality rate _____________________ cancer improved?
7. Her father's illness had ________________________ over the birth of her baby.
8. Here are 20 diseases or conditions that can be __________________ to obesity
9. I need _______________________________inspiration to move forward.
10. I am____________________________ a depression.
11. In an __________________ world no one would go hungry.
12. Judges _____________________________ be funny.

13. Los Angeles gas prices _________________________ for first time in 36 days 

14. Minor Air Traffic delays __________________________ big costs.

15. Mosquito nets ____________________ prevent against kala azar disease.
16. Nokia emerged as _____________________________ brand for mobile handsets, followed by Sony Ericsson, according to a survey conducted by Living Digital.
17. Parents must _________________________________ child care, education.
18. Recent news reports that Korean manufacturer LG is struggling ____________________________demand for LCD screens destined for Apple's iPad
19. The largest professional ________________________ service in the country, ABC, provides personal introductions to serious singles for over 35 years.
20. The world works according to the principle of ______________________, but God just gives.
21. Their first-born son, William, soon will be ______________________________.
22. This report gives the results of our audit of the ___________________ of Air Force.

23. We need businesses that ___________________ delivering wellbeing, rather than maximizing growth.
24. What are the __________________________ conserve forests?

25.  If you work hard, you can develop good study habits ______________________.                                
Student number:    ____________________    Name: ______________________
Write 10 expressions that you think the most useful from the reading.
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What other expressions did you use? (They include the expressions of week1 through week6)

(*We’re going to do this after the class)
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