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Week 1; March 3
Introduction to the course, persons and materials involved.

*Group 1
In this the first week of class we are going to try to get to know each other through the medium of English and some basic speaking and listening. We are going to focus on the simple functions related to introductions and personal information embedded within the forms of highly formulaic presentations of information. Fun is to be had by all.

Homework: Make sure you get all the necessary materials. Go to the Practicum/GEP webpage and checkout the voice board where you will be able to find your assignments and do your on-line speaking homework. Do the first speaking assignment.

Week 2; March 10
MATE Speaking - Task 1

Student Survey

Mock Speaking Test (Preliminary test)

Little Sister groups formed

*Group 2
After taking a sample MATE Speaking Test and doing a basic survey we get down to the nitty gritty of very basic personal speaking. This week we begin our special Practicum/GEP experience by being placed in groups. We will also take our first of three mock MATE speaking test. Following that we will do some work, dealing at first with shorter, more personal, highly contextualized, and less formal areas of speaking.

Homework: To be announced. 

Week 3; March 17
*Group 3
This week we take a quick look at discussion about highly personal and familiar topics for the purpose of informing and giving advice. The level of formality is again, rather low, but the amount said is expected to be longer and more carefully structured than that we did in the previous week.


Homework: To be announced.

Week 4; March 24
MATE Speaking- Task 3

**Group 4 - 1st Videotape
This week we are looking at the basic function of description, starting with the concrete. We will describe people and things. This will be a fairly simple type of describing to inform. It should be fun because we will be focusing on noun phrases and adjectives.


Homework: To be announced.

Week 5; March 31
MATE Speaking- Task 4

*Group 1 
This will be the first week in which the students are expected to create good paragraph length discourse. To do so we will continue with the function of description, but this time we will be describing processes. Instead of focusing on nouns and adjectives, we will be focusing on verb phrases and adverbs.  


Homework: To be announced. 

Week 6; April 7
MATE Speaking- Task 3/4

*Group 2
This week we continue what we did over the last two weeks by staying in the general function area of description, but focus on framing our ideas and linking the points together into one cohesive unit. We will not only be describing (more formally) but will be speaking to inform as well, all in nice paragraph-like packages.  We will be looking at describing personal routines. 


Homework: To be announced.

Week 7; April 14
MATE Speaking- Task 5

**Group 3 - 1st Videotape
This week we make our first exploration into narration and as such our focus will be on developing nice connectors for enhancing fluency. The trick here is to accurately describe while retaining comprehensibility and suitable accuracy and much of this is achieved through careful organization.


Homework: Prepare diligently for the Midterm Exam.

Week 8; April 21
Midterm Exam

*Group 4
After the midterm we will take some time to engage in a little review by doing some fun communicative speaking practice.


Homework: To be announced.

Week 9; April 28
MATE Speaking- Task 5

**Group 1 - 1st Videotape
This week, we return to the genre of narratives which we started before the midterm. The difference here is that the speaking needs to be much more formal as well as longer and more carefully structured in paragraphs.


Homework: To be announced.

Week 10; May 5 (Holiday-class to be rescheduled)
MATE Speaking- Task 6

**Group 2 - 1st Videotape
This week we jump into speaking about and formally describing abstract entities like graphs and surveys, one of the simplest of the abstract genres for students. By dealing with a simpler genre we will be able to focus on many of the specific form issues which we may not have been able to sufficiently deal with in the past few weeks.


Homework: To be announced.

Week 11; May 12
MATE Speaking- Task 8

**Group 3 - 2nd Videotape
While much of what we have been doing in this course to date involves reporting information of some sort, this week we start to work with more formal and abstract types of reporting. This week is, therefore, important as a transition to the abstract from the concrete and is also because it is stereotypical of task 8 of the MATE Speaking Test. We will, be focusing on giving opinions, but rather on more familiar, less formal topic areas.  


Homework: To be announced.

Week 12; May 19
MATE Speaking- Task 7

**Group 4 – 2nd Videotape
This week we will be looking at discussing using the organizational technique of advantages and disadvantages. The trick here is being able to carefully and comprehensibly build connections between two events. Doing this requires both the use of specific grammatical structures on the micro level as well as specific macro level structures.


Homework: To be announced. 

Week 13; May 26
MATE Speaking- Task 8

**Group 1 – 2nd Videotape
This week we return to the type of speaking we did in unit 3, but instead of focusing on being accurate in our descriptions we focus instead on giving well-supported opinions. The most important element here is in the organization of the information to be presented along the simple lines of introduce and then explain. Supporting opinions effectively is key here.


Homework: To be announced. 

Week 14; June 2
MATE Speaking- Task 5/8

**Group 2 – 2nd Videotape
This week we take a final look at speaking in a well-structured opinion paragraph by focusing on news events, a somewhat familiar topic area. This type of speaking is generally found on task 8 of the MATE Speaking Test and as such is seen as being a very fitting, if somewhat difficult, final speaking task for this course.


Homework: Study for the final. 

Week 15; June 9
Final Exam

*Group 3
Let’s have a little party or do something fun after the final exam.

Good bye and have a great summer vacation - You deserve it!

